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living which have been gained by such long and bitter struggles.
Moreover, the War threw all classes together in a brotherhood
of endurance and sacrifice, and employers have too much
sympathy for their employees to make any determined effort
in this direction. On the whole it would seem that Britain
prefers to be taxed to support a million and a half of un-
employed rather than reduce the national standard of living.
There is another aspect of the matter. The lavish expendi-
ture of public money during the War enabled far more people
to indulge in pleasure than ever before, and this has been
maintained since. It would have staggered our grandfathers
to learn that every inhabitant of Britain attends an entertainment
of some sort on the average five days out of fourteen. Moreover,
motor-travel and the wireless have, in their different ways,
brought amusement and fresh ideas within the reach of all but
the most abjectly poverty-stricken.
One outcome of all this is that the balance of population
has begun to swing back again towards the south. Industrial
life no longer centres round the " heavy industries "—coal,
iron, ship-building—or the mills of Lancashire and Yorkshire ;
the industries that are flourishing to-day do not require the
proximity of coalfields, and they find lower rents, pleasanter
surroundings, cheaper power, and abundant road-transport in
the neighbourhood of London—still incomparably the greatest
distributing centre in the world.
Thus, although Britain is going through the difficult times
which accompany every economic transition, the outlook is by
no means depressing, if our younger generation will adapt
themselves to the changed conditions. The nation has shown
that its heart is as sound as ever. The resolute way in which
it faced its financial crisis in 1931 won the admiration of the
world ; and we can boast that we are one of the few nations of
Europe that are not daunted by the dangers and fatigues of
democracy. The Briton still takes a pride in his time-proved
parliamentary institutions; nor does he see in dictator-ruled
countries anything that he envies.

